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On the eve of the opening of the trilogues to revise the EU’s data protection rules, CEMR - the 
broadest European umbrella association representing 150,000 local and regional authorities 
across Europe - urges negotiators to consider the impact of the revision on the public sector. 
 
CEMR supports a comprehensive reform of the data protection rules to guarantee citizens’ rights, 
while improving public services delivery and creating economies of scale. This will no doubt result 
in important benefits for Europe’s citizens and businesses. Nevertheless, the revision of data 
protection legislation at European level has been prepared with a sole focus on challenges of data 
protection in the private sector and on data protection risks related to new types of internet 
services. Data protection, however, is a crucial issue for local governments since they are 
entrusted with the collection, storage and processing of personal data in fulfilling their missions of 
general interest and delivering effective public services. 
 
CEMR therefore draws attention on the issues of importance for the public sector on the attached 
document. In particular, we call upon the negotiators to exercise their full power to ensure that the 
Data Protection Regulation will be suitably modified, so as to meet the needs of public sector at all 
levels.  
 
CEMR is currently preparing a detailed table to illustrate how the  most problematic articles for 
local and regional authorities, articles 12, 14-18, 22-28, 30-39, 79, 81-83, and 86-87, should be 
amended to meet public sector needs. We will come up with more detailed and comprehensive 
suggestions which we believe are important given the need to consider the spectrum of areas to 
which date protection rules will apply.  
 
Changes to the EU’s data protection rules will have far-reaching consequences and as a key actor, 
CEMR wishes to highlight the distinct perspective of local and regional governments. We are 
committed to being a proactive partner in these discussions and to providing its input throughout 
the process of negotiations. Please contact Cédric Flin, Policy Adviser Local and Regional Public 
Services Management (Cedric.Flin@ccre-cemr.org; tel + 32 2 213 86 96) should you have any 
question concerning our views. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Frédéric Vallier 
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